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1. Obama calls for cap-and-trade market, increased funding for natural resources

President Obama's State of the Union address was notable for many reasons, but particularly so for the environmental community.  In his speech to Congress and the American people, the President outlined proposals to initiate a carbon cap-and-trade market and invest in much-needed alternative energy.  The speech, coupled with the FY 2010 budget released last Thursday, thrusts global warming and conservation goals to the forefront of the national political agenda.  President Obama included revenues from cap-and-trade in his budget, an unprecedented step that puts the onus on Congressional leaders to pass climate legislation before the end of the year.  He also asked for increased funding to protect America's natural resources from the effects of climate change.  For a nation that has grown weary of endless delays, excuses, and political tampering with scientific decisions, the White House proposals are huge steps forward in the fight to safeguard wildlife, boost our economy, and reform national energy policy.  

For more, visit: 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601087&sid=aDT1Ybl.PccE&refer=home 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. Coalition members press Congress to act now for environmental protection 

NWF staff and affiliates helped lead several important lobbying events last week on Capitol Hill.  Representatives of thirty state Teaming With Wildlife coalitions met with legislators to urge passage of climate legislation this year that includes a dedicated funding stream for natural resources.  They also asked members to support a measure increasing annual funding levels for state wildlife grants to $85 million, a $10 million increase from current levels (or less than 1% of the amount included to build a single F-22 fighter plane, a "cold war-era weapon we don't use").  Simultaneously, the Healing Our Waters/Great Lakes Coalition lobbied Congress for increased funding for the Great Waters ecosystems across our nation, including having a dedicated funding stream from climate legislation to protect the Great Lakes from global warming impacts.  The two fly-in days highlighted a surge of grassroots action that continues with PowerShift 2009, a gathering of twelve thousand young people in DC calling for clean energy, environmental justice, and for Congress to pass strong global warming legislation this year.  

For more, visit: 
www.teaming.com 
http://powershift09.org/ 
www.healthylakes.org/ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------
3. Scientists predict climate-caused habitat shifts in Maine

Maine's natural resources face serious threats from climate change, according to a new report from the University of Maine.  Researchers studied how the global rise in temperatures will affect the states ecosystems, and the prognosis isn't good: native species like lynx and moose may soon be replaced by southern species as climate zones shift northward; pine and fir trees will likely lose ground to oak, maple, and other warmer-weather flora; and rising sea levels and extreme weather events will pose a risk to coastal communities.  

The report's authors believe that climate change is inevitable given the amount of greenhouse gases already polluting earth's atmosphere.  "It's a very complex and urgent problem that we have to deal with globally," said George Jacobson, a professor emeritus and a lead author of the report, "but there is no way we can prevent the climate from changing a lot. We need to adapt."  Maine is already seeing warmer temperatures and Gov. John Baldacci plans to ask an adaptation working group for policy direction, but it is clear that immediate action is necessary.  In addition to comprehensive cap-and-trade legislation, increased funding is necessary to repair and preserve the natural resources that protect us - and wildlife - from the worst effects of climate change.


For more, visit: http://kennebecjournal.mainetoday.com/news/local/5995533.html 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------
4. Marine prey stocks decline

A new study from Oceana reveals a decline in krill, sardines, and other prey species around the globe.  Aquaculture is the main culprit, according to the report, because of the huge quantities of fish oil and fish meal needed to raise farmed species like salmon and shrimp.  Conservation groups have asked for stronger limits and better enforcement of existing regulations.  "We have caught all the big fish and now we are going after their food," said Margot Stiles, marine scientist at Oceana.  "Until recently it has been widely believed that prey fish are impossible to overexploit because their populations grow so quickly.  We are now proving that untrue as the demands of commercial fisheries and aquaculture outpace the oceans ability to provide food for us and itself."  

For more, visit: 
http://www.oregonlive.com/environment/index.ssf/2009/03/salmon_other_ocean_predators_l.html or http://oceana.org/north-america/what-we-do/hungry-oceans/ 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
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